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life, and of human relations, had seemed in the Western World of
a.d. 1850. In Victorian England, as in Periclean Athens and in
Medicean Florence, Humanism had seemed sufficient unto itself,
because Man was then experiencing the momentary sensation of
being triumphantly master of his own fate through the power of his
own aperf or virtit, or science, without needing the intervention of
God either to chasten or to inspire him. By the year 1933 it was flnce
more manifest that, 'when they3 were 'thinking of nothing but their
own gain', men were not only quite incapable of serving the public,
but were even impotent to manage their own personal affairs to their
own personal advantage. So far from being the great constructive
driving-force in social life, the myopic pursuit of selfish personal
interest was shown to be doomed, a priori, to miss its mark. Self-
interest had proved, once more, to be a target of human aims on
which direct hits could never be registered. Tliis object of human
desires could only be attained incidentally by people who stumbled
across it on their road towards a transcendental goal of endeavour;
and it followed that, if and when self-interest, private or social, was
ever successfully realized in this fortuitous way, it would turn out
to be something with no recognizable likeness to the earthly paradise
of Homo Economicus.	*
Thus, as so often before, the so-called paradoxes of Christianity
were proved to be truisms, while the children of this world were
numbered once again among 'the silly people who do not even know
their own silly business'. They were, in fact, most ludicrously con-
victed, in this chapter of history, of having sacrificed their own sub-
stantial interests to an academic dream. For the histories of the
World Disarmament Conference and the World Economic Conference
completed the proof that c Enlightened Self-Interest5, so far from
being an automatic, self-regulating, psychological mechanism for
making all things work together for Man's good, was nothing more
than an intellectual abstraction which had no counterpart at all in
the realm of practical life.	. •
At these two twentieth-century world-conferences the nineteenth-
century Goddess of self-interested enlightenment was represented by
true and faithful hierophants in the persons of the experts. These
honest and laborious and supremely able intellectual workers duly
furnished the assembled statesmen, and their political constituents,
with accurate and comprehensive digests of the existing state of
affairs, with precise gauges of the forces involved, and with estimates
which showed how, in all human probability, these tremendous
forces would interact, in the next chapter of history, if the statesmen

